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Into the 21st Century

� CERN modi�ed its Super Proton Syn
hrotron (SPS) so as to beable to a

elerate lead (Pb) nu
lei to relativisti
 speeds and havethem impinge on a lead foil target. At the moment of produ
ingthe quark-gluon plasma a 
riti
al temperature of some 100,000times that at the 
entre of the sun and an energy density seventimes that of normal matter is rea
hed.� 3. 13th June 2000 Brookhaven, USA� In June the Relativisti
 Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) 
onstru
tedat Brookhaven National Laboratory started a

elerating goldnu
lei in opposite dire
tions around a 3.8km ring surpassing theCERN experiment.
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� In turn it will be surpassed when, in 2005, CERN's A Large IONCollider Experiment (ALICE) be
omes operational. The study ofthe quark-gluon plasma as a new state of matter is justbeginning!� Referen
e to the RHIC fa
ility as the �Hubble Teles
ope� ofNu
lear Physi
s seems most appropriate though RHIC �sees�further!


